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We are excited to see what God has in store for us as we begin looking for our new Pastor 

of Worship and Pastoral Care. This pastor will primarily be charged with planning and 

leading our worship services, as well as providing spiritual care for the congregation. He 

or she will partner with Ken Bieber, Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship, and our team 

of wonderful staff.

What are the qualities we are looking for in this new pastor?

A passionate lover of the triune God, of God’s church, God’s word, of his or her 

salvation in Jesus. A compassionate pastor, who shows the love and comfort that comes 

from God above when relating to the church and the community. Someone who cares 

for the people in God’s church with gentleness and who likewise encourages us to grow 

in compassion. 

A person who challenges us to be servants of Christ, to grow spiritually, 

to reexamine worship, and to face our faith in different ways. A person who pushes us 

beyond the status quo, and who broadens our perspective of God’s claim on us and how 

we glorify God in our worship services and lives. One who encourages us not to remain 

content, but to strive for more, and a person who challenges himself or herself to grow 

on this journey along with us. 

Someone of deep and brazen faith, knowledgeable in God’s word, who speaks 

from the heart about the joys and wonders of grace and salvation through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. A person who is committed to growing in his or her own faith, while helping 

us all to engage challenges to our faith. 

An empowering teacher and worship leader who helps us to see God’s 

word with new eyes and opens our hearts to glorifying God. Someone who does not 

simply provide insight into the gospel, but does so purposely to foster our spiritual 

relationships. A pastor who seeks to equip and inspire us so that we too can do so to 

others. 

A caring helper, who is genuine and honest in confronting the struggles all 

Christians face. A friend and mentor who can walk with those who are sick, grieving, or 

are in need of some spiritual guidance. Someone who is eager to meet and connect with 

the congregation and care for its needs.

A collaborator, who recognizes the gifts of God working in our staff, our 

congregation, our denomination, and our community. Humble in his or her work, but 

not in Christ’s. A pastor who can delegate, who acknowledges personal limitations, who 

identifies and utilizes the resources in our staff and congregation to make us all better in 

serving God’s kingdom.

An investor in River Terrace Church, in the Reformed faith, and in our service 

to the greater community. 

Our prayer is that we can be a church that reciprocates 
in kind, that the Spirit works among us so that we can 
spiritually sustain, feed, and push this new pastor to  
become all these things in the service of our Lord and Savior.

Our 
Next 

Pastor

This church 

continually welcomes 

my family without 

prompting, earnestly 

corrects me when I 

have been wrong, 

sustains me in times 

of doubt, and pushes 

me to expand and 

enrich how I view 

and live out my faith. 

I know God wants 

me to be at River 

Terrace Church.”
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River Terrace Church (RTC) started off as the First Christian Reformed Church of 

Lansing. We originated in 1935 and worshiped in various locations in downtown 

Lansing. Despite having a formal sanctuary during the 1950s, we moved to our current 

location adjacent to Michigan State University (MSU) in the 1960s to minister to the 

growing MSU community. This move illustrates the continual intention of RTC to look 

outward and embrace our larger community. This intention is not always fulfilled, but 

defines key characteristics of RTC that we see today: 

We are united in a dynamic Reformed worldview, but diverse in our 

backgrounds: In the mid-1970s, Alvin Hoksbergen (an ordained pastor here 

from 1972-1990) challenged the congregation to branch out beyond its 

Dutch Reformed lineage. That emphasis continued under Clayton Libolt 

(Senior Pastor from 1991-2011) as the congregation grew, and its legacy lives 

on today, as a large portion of our church members come from ethnic or 

religious backgrounds outside the Dutch Reformed tradition. Our members 

represent a diversity of perspectives, backgrounds, and levels of education 

and income. We remain open to differences of opinion, but treasure our 

shared love of Christ and our shared desire to engage the world in his name.

We continue to be challenged by the University: We continually strive for 

the right balance of openness and attention between MSU and the greater 

Lansing community. RTC had a dedicated campus minister for many years 

but currently does not. RTC’s ministry now seeks to support the broader 

Christian community at MSU by starting and supporting a separate, non-

denominational, non-profit corporation, Campus Edge Fellowship, which 

ministers to graduate students and faculty and staff at MSU. RTC remains 

an open place for undergraduates, graduate students, faculty, and staff to 

worship, and we reach out to international students by hosting meals and 

English discussion groups.

1.

A Brief
History
of RTC

2.

I love that RTC is not always an easy church to be a part of. 

I have been continually drawn to the church for the ways in 

which it challenges me and pushes me to grow and mature 

in my faith. I love the thoughtful approach to spiritual 

growth while also maintaining an emphasis on the heart 

(love for God). It is a place where people can differ while still 

maintaining their common love of Jesus Christ and desire 

to live and grow together in him. RTC has potential to be 

a community that loves others as much as it loves God and 

shine an even brighter light in our corner of the world.”
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We are a community of believers, unified in our love of God and our God-given faith. Out of love, God sent his son, 

Jesus Christ, to live and then die on the cross, so that we may be redeemed and forgiven by his resurrection. Because 

of this, we share in the righteousness obtained by Christ’s sacrifice and are raised up to a new life to sing a new song in 

our corporate body, River Terrace Church, where we seek to glorify God and be followers of Jesus, our Lord. 

Renewed by God’s Spirit, River Terrace Church is committed to serve as a loving, joyful, thoughtful, and welcoming 

community. We seek to praise God by growing in our love across four aspects: our love for him (Worship), for each 

other (Connect), for God’s truth (Grow), and for all of God’s world (Serve). 

Worship
• Worship Planning

• Worship Evaluation

• Adult Choir  

• Joyful Noise Children’s Choir

• Praise Team  

• Sanctuary Decor

• Sacraments

• Sound and Projection

• Ushers and Greeters

• Greenhouse

Our goal in worship is to love God by offering ourselves to Him and opening our hearts to be shaped by Him. We 

do this primarily through our Sunday morning worship. We have two distinct worship services each Sunday where 

the gospel is proclaimed, scripture is taught, and we have an opportunity to offer praises and display our love and 

devotion to God. One service is defined as more traditional, while the other is more contemporary. We hold dear 

to scripture, song, giving of our gifts, and the celebration of the sacraments. Each service has a children’s message 

after which preschool through elementary age children may go to a parallel worship service. Members participate 

in worshiping through music during the services, with our adult choir’s participation in the first service, our second 

service’s praise team, and our children’s choir. 

Our Faith and 
How We Live it Out

River Terrace is about family and friends seeking and worshiping God across 
generations. Covenant. My most trusted friends and wisest counsel of the big issues of 
faith and life are at River Terrace.”

http://www.riverterrace.org/missionvalues
http://www.riverterrace.org/missionvalues
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Connect
• Pastoral Care

• Small Groups

• Grief Share

• RT University

• Senior/Retiree Events

• Congregational Life Events

• Attendance

• Registration and Follow-up

RTC is a Christian community focused on loving each other. We do this by building meaningful relationships with 

those in our church community. Many members belong and participate in an organized small group or in more 

informal, fellowship groups. On Wednesday evenings, we gather for Community Night, where a dinner is served 

in the gym before choir rehearsal, adult-education classes, kids programs, and our Friendship program (a program 

for adults with special needs). We have periodic social events, special outings for seniors and retirees, weekly prayer 

gatherings, men’s and women’s bible studies, and youth activities throughout the week. We also recently began 

hosting Grief Share, a program geared toward the greater community which supports grieving people, helping them 

find healing and hope.

Grow
• Small Groups

• Sunday School

• Adult Education

• Wednesday Community Night

• Ignite Student Ministries

• Dynamic Youth Ministries

• Nursery/Little Church

• Friendship Ministry

• Men’s Groups

• Women’s Groups

RTC loves to learn about and grow in our faith. Our hope is that our church’s education ministries enable all 

members to grow in their love of God’s truth, regardless of where they are on their faith journey. And we strive to 

grow in our love by learning and teaching the way of Jesus. Growing at the communal level happens in our Sunday 

school hour with classes for school-age kids, our adult forum, and our Community Night adult education groups. 

The adult forums between the services explore how to live out our faith as Christians, often featuring member 

testimonials or experiences. Our middle and high school student ministries meet Sunday evenings with a shared 

dinner scheduled between the middle schooler and high schooler group meetings. We host GEMS and Cadet 

ministries during our Community Night. 

http://www.riverterrace.org/adult-ministries
http://www.riverterrace.org/adult-ministries
http://www.riverterrace.org/children/
http://www.riverterrace.org/youth/


7

Serve
• Faith-in-Action

• Pathway of Hope

• Mom-to-Mom Mentoring

• Mission Committee 

• Disaster Response

• Vacation Bible School

• College Ministries (Campus Edge 

Fellowship)

Our congregation serves others by loving the world. Beyond our university ministries, our long-standing, intentional 

Faith-In-Action ministry addresses greater community practical needs through a variety of programs. RTC 

volunteers mentor and assist prisoners reentering society and support Celebration Church, a CRC congregation 

within a corrections facility in nearby Ionia, MI. We support numerous missionaries at home and abroad, including 

a close partnership with Beacon of Hope, a denominational agency working in Nigeria, West Africa to address the 

devastating effects of AIDS and HIV on the people there.

Ministries

I believe that River Terrace CRC is truly my second family. It is a place where people care about 
me, spiritually, emotionally and physically. God’s Word, the Bible, is #1 and through inspirational 
preaching and teaching we find ourselves driven to delve deeper into the Word and use our 
gifts and abilities to help others in the church and in the community, in return for God’s great 
gift of salvation. The Holy Spirit is abundantly present as we are encouraged in many ways 
to Worship, Connect, Grow and Serve. I am proud to belong to and call RTC my home.”

http://www.riverterrace.org/volunteer/
http://www.riverterrace.org/giveserve/global-missions/
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Church Council
riverterrace.org/church-council

Council
• Personnel Committee • Sta� Evaluations
• Council Development Committee • Nominations Team
• Transition Team • Search Committee

Ken Bieber• Benevolence
• Finance Team 
• Christian School
   Committee
• Enduring Gi�s
   Committee
• Property Acquisition
   Committee
• Property Committee

Vacant

Deacons Pastor of Worship and 
Pastoral Care

Pastor of Outreach 
and Discipleship Elders

• Campus Edge
  Fellowship Board
• Hmong Christian
   Ministry Steering
   Committee
• Seminarian/Chaplain
   /Associate Minister
   Support Committee
• Safe Church
   Committee

Church Staff
riverterrace.org/staff

• Mark Thomas and Susan Lakos, Facilities 

• Brendan Stevens, Director of  Youth & Family Ministries   

• Shalom Jaconette, Children’s Ministries and Pastoral Care   

• Ginny Matheson, Congregational Life Coordinator   

• Carol  Roehl and Ann Harvey, Support Staff

• Laura VanderKolk, Administrative Coordinator

• Laurie Harkema, Kathy Prince, and Derek Polischuk, Music Staff

Sunday Worship
 
September-May
9:00 AM First worship service

10:10 AM Sunday school 

11:15 AM Second worship service

June-August
10:00 AM Worship service

Community Night 

Wednesday Evenings 5:30-8:00 PM 

September-May

Church Snapshot

http://riverterrace.org/church-council
http://www.riverterrace.org/staff/
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Current and Recent Pastors

• Ken Bieber (2013-Current)

• Sam Perry* (2012-2016)

• Delianne Koops (2007-2013)

• Clayton Libolt* (1986-2011)

• Alvin Hoksbergen* (1972-1990)

* denotes lead pastor

Members
Attendance

River Terrace Church Attendance (September-May)
2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017*

1st Service 223 210 192 190

2nd Service 211 196 165 141

* Through February 5, 2017

Time Belonging to the Congregation

More than 10 years

1-5 years

6-10 years

Less than 1 year

52%

25%

18%

5%

Age of Members
• Under 20: 24%

• 20-29: 5%

• 30-39: 9%

• 40-49: 10%

• 50-59: 13%

• 60-69: 18%

• 70-79: 12%

• 80+: 9%

Giving and Financials
2016 Giving
General Fund: $1,032,353

Special Offerings: $161,942

2016 Budget

57.8%

22.6%

14.8%

4.8%

Salaries and Benefits

Mission

Support Services

Program Costs

• Salaries/Benefits: $610,276

• Mission: $238,401 (denominational and 

classical ministry shares, Campus Edge 

Fellowship)

• Support Services: $156,250 (supplies, 

maintenance, office expenses, promotion, 

improvements, etc.)

• Program Costs: $50,160 
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RTC is in East Lansing, Michigan, the home of 

MSU. East Lansing is located about half-way 

between Grand Rapids and Detroit and directly 

east of Lansing, Michigan, the state capital. 

With a population of more than 400,000, the 

greater Lansing area is the third most populous 

metropolitan area in Michigan. It is also a 

reflection of the many different challenges and 

blessings of living in America. RTC is located near 

prosperous suburban communities, a vibrant 

university town, a poorer urban community that 

is still transitioning out of manufacturing, as well 

as smaller, main-street town communities nearby. 

Its major employers include the state government, 

the university, two major hospitals, General 

Motors, and life and auto insurance companies. 

RTC members reflect the diversity of these 

communities and experiences as well, with 

members living in East Lansing, Lansing, 

Okemos, Haslett, Bath, Holt, DeWitt, Dimondale, 

Grand Ledge, Mason, Waverly, and Williamston. 

Some of these communities and industries have 

seen growth and stability, while others have seen 

decline and instability. We believe our church is 

called to witness to and serve all these people.

Community Profiles
E. Lansing Lansing Okemos Haslett Bath Holt

Population 48,579 114,297 22,073 20,057 11,598 23,973

Median Age 21.3 32.1 36.9 39.4 32.3 39.3

% College Graduates 70.1 25.7 70.2 57.3 42.6 34.4

% African American 7.7 21.8 3.6 3.5 3.7 8.2

% Asian 11.4 4.1 14.5 7.7 2.5 3.0

% Hispanic 4.2 12.3 3.9 4.3 6.6 5.2

Median Income $32,981 $35,563 $75,032 $58,916 $60,083 $59,813

% Below Poverty Line 43.6 29.6 11.6 12.3 23.0 8.6

Our Community:
Where We Live 
and Serve

Lansing

East Lansing

MSU

Holt

Haslett

Okemos

Bath

DeWitt

River Terrace
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Community Information
• East Lansing: cityofeastlansing.com

• Lansing: lansingmi.gov

• Meridian Township (Okemos/Haslett): meridian.mi.us

• Dewitt: dewittmi.org

• Delhi Township (Holt): delhitownship.com

• Bath Township: bathtownship.us

Area Events and Attractions
• Lansing Area Attractions: lansing.org/things-to-do/150-plus-things-to-do-in-lansing

• Lansing Area Festivals: lansing.org/events/festivals

Our Neighborhood
RTC is on Hagadorn Road, one of the busier streets in East Lansing. 

Although there are a few houses nearby, the church is not really a 

neighborhood church as it is bordered by MSU and the nearby Red 

Cedar River. RTC is highly visible to large numbers of people who 

drive by our sanctuary on their way to work and events on the MSU 

campus

MSU is a Big Ten university with approximately 50,000 students and 

over 10,000 faculty, staff, and employees. Our church building is 

located directly across the street from the eastern edge of the MSU 

campus, facing a large student residence hall. Many of our members have some sort of connection to MSU either 

through their work, education, family, or simply fandom. MSU offers a lot of attractions and opportunities to 

Lansing area residents. These include academic talks, artistic performances, athletic events, exhibitions at the Eli 

and Edith Broad Art Museum, performances at the Wharton Center, and many community-focused festivities.

Schooling
River Terrace has many high-quality schools nearby. Our church 

policy recognizes it is the responsibility of parents to choose where 

their children will be educated (be it public, private, or home 

schooling) and the church will respect their choice. The church 

remains supportive of parents who consider a Christian school 

education for their children, and it assists members with tuition costs 

if parents are unable to pay all the charges. About one quarter of the 

families from RTC send their children to Lansing Christian School, a 

large, non-denominational Christian School where several of our 

members teach and work. Our families have students enrolled in 

most of the school systems in our area, and it is not unusual for RTC 

to have graduating seniors from six or more different high schools. 

River Terrace Church has always encouraged and supported its congregants to express their faith in 
outreach and service to each other and the community. RTC celebrates the gospel of Jesus Christ in its 
worship. The preaching of the Word is at the center of worship."

https://www.cityofeastlansing.com/
http://www.lansingmi.gov/
http://www.meridian.mi.us/
http://www.dewittmi.org/
http://www.delhitownship.com/
http://www.bathtownship.us/
http://www.lansing.org/things-to-do/150-plus-things-to-do-in-lansing/
http://www.lansing.org/events/festivals/
https://broadmuseum.msu.edu/
https://broadmuseum.msu.edu/
https://www.whartoncenter.com/
http://www.lansingchristianschool.org/


Thank you on behalf of the River 
Terrace Church Search Team.

River Terrace Church is a body of Christian believers who have become more than just a 
community, but a family bonded through the love of Jesus Christ. These people love on my 
family as their own, they give when something is needed, they seek to grow spiritually, and 
they want to make this world a better place by asking questions and wresting with the issues 
confronting our society. No church is perfect and we have our challenges, but I’m proud to be 
a part of RTC as we walk this journey together.”


