TODAY

Children’s Ministry: A new Greenhouse video
(worship for kids age 5-grade 4) is available on our
website.
10:00 AM Sunday Outdoor & Online Worship
Services: Outdoor service meets on the east side
of the south parking lot. Please read our UPDATED
Guidelines for Outdoor Worship and register for
the outdoor service. Online service available on
YouTube. Links are available on our website and in
the Friday email.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulations to Logan Thomas, who married his
finance Adrienne at the end of July. Logan is currently
serving in the Navy, and is the son of Mark and Kristi
Thomas.

August 9, 2020
“The Great Samaritan--and Us”
based on Luke 10:25-37
Message by Pastor Brent Wassink
Special offering:
Nigeria Partnership
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Danny VanderMolen is a recent Calvin University
grad moving to Lansing to teach at Lansing Charter
Academy. He’s looking to rent a one bedroom
apartment. Contact Danny through his dad, Ron
VanderMolen, @ 209.402.1684, or rumcoach@
yahoo.com.

THIS WEEK

“Look Up” Buckets: Miss Shalom has made a special
bucket for each family, filled with toys and reminders
of church just for you! Drive-through pick up at the
church Monday, August 10 from 9:00-11:00 AM
or Tuesday, August 11 from 1:00-3:00 PM. Contact
Shalom if you are unable to pick up during these times.
Campus Edge Fellowship: Monday, August 10 at
7:00 PM we are looking at 1 Peter 5. Wednesday,
August 12 at 8:30 PM we are discussing the topic of
risk in our weekly pub theology discussion. Contact
Pastor Brenda for the Zoom links.
Summer Book & Movie Club: Tuesday, August 11
at 7:00 PM. Members will read and discuss Bryan
Stevenson’s autobiographical account in Just Mercy.
You can read the book or watch the film or both.
Story Time: Look for a new video every Friday!

UPCOMING

Parking Lot Picnic: August 18 from 6:00-7:00 PM.
Contact Ginny to sign up.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS and PRAYERS

Continued prayers are appreciated for Cheryl
Bolt, Lucille Kuiper, Jan Lankerd, Jane Outslay, Jim

Pignataro, Simon Reiffer, Lydia Sprague, Margie
Stephenson, Lynn Stewart, Jim Sytsma and Bob
Worgul.

MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT

QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
1. Describe a time you were a good Samaritan,
or weren’t.
2. How might you have responded to the
religion scholar?
3. Discuss: “We tend to love people who are
like us, whom we like.”
4. Is it helpful to think of Jesus as the Great
Samaritan? Explain.
5. How could you love a neighbor in need?

Next Sunday
August 16 at 10:00 AM
Looking Ahead: “...give
[God] no rest...”!”
based on Isaiah 62:1-7
Message by Pastor Brent
Special offering: Mission Fund
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Ovey Embu
Beacon of Hope
The special offering today is for the Nigeria
Partnership, established in 2009 between River
Terrace Church and Beacon of Hope Initiative and
the Universal Reformed Christian Church (URCC) in
Nigeria. The funds we give provide school funds
for orphans and vulnerable children, HIV/AIDS
prevention materials and education, group microloans to help families provide for their financial
needs, HIV test kits, and trauma healing training
manuals for those who in turn help people to
recover from trauma.
The following is an email received from Ovey Embu,
Director of Beacon of Hope Initiative, updating us
on COVID-19 in Nigeria, and how Beacon of Hope
is able to continue its ministry during this time.
-----------------------------------------------Dear River Terrace friends,
My family and other BHI staff are all doing well.
My little Elle is about 7 months old now and quite
active. She has two little teeth already. We thank
God for His continuous protection as always.
So far 44,129 cases of COVID-19 have been
confirmed in Nigeria as of 4 August, 2020 with
896 recorded deaths. A total of 20,663 persons
have been discharged from treatment centers and
are doing well since the pandemic. The impact of
COVID-19 on the Nigerian economy is traumatic
with sharp decline in productivity, jobs and
revenues. The government projects at least 39.4
million job losses in 2020
Also, due to COVID-19 pandemic, students
including beneficiary orphans have to stay back

home for safety as schools are temporarily shut
down. Most children in the meantime are home
schooled. The government at the moment is
proposing partial opening of secondary schools
(High schools) to enable those graduating take
their final exams this August.
The impact of COVID-19 continues to affect
businesses due to closure of some markets,
restriction of movements, physical contacts and
gatherings which has largely affected program
beneficiaries. Some restrictions were only recently
relaxed, with offices, some economic activities
especially food and medical services allowed
to operate. Worship centers in some areas are
still shut down with services in other places held
with restricted number of worshipers as physical
distancing is observed. People are generally
required to make use of face masks when in public,
and the elderly from 65 years of age encouraged to
stay at home as much as possible.
With the recent ease of restrictions especially on
movements, Beacon of Hope Initiative activities
are picking up but with strict adherence to safety
measures. Trainings are carried out in smaller
groups in order to maintain physical distancing
as well as participants having to wear face masks,
wash hands and use hand sanitizers. Additional
trainings are organized to meet up targets due to
the safety need for smaller groups.
We are encouraged with the fact that God will
never leave nor forsake us and this trying time too
will pass. We thank the RTC family for prayers and
sacrifices and pray for His blessings on every one of
you.
Warm regards,
Ovey Embu

