
312 Lent · Day 39 • Good Friday

� 

Preparing 

Hammer a nail into a piece of wood as a reminder that Jesus died for our sins.

Inviting 

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 

Stilling 

In the silence, ask the Holy Spirit to help you pay attention to God.

Singing 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? ...
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (p. 828) 

Bible Reading: Romans 5:8; Luke 23:33-35; Mark 15:33-34, 37-39 

But here is how God has shown his love for us. While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

The soldiers brought [Jesus and two criminals] to the place called the Skull. There 
they nailed Jesus to the cross. He hung between the two criminals. One was on 
his right and one was on his left. Jesus said, "Father, forg ive them. They don't 
kn?w what they are doing." The soldiers divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

The people stood there watching. The rulers even made fun of Jesus. They said, 
"He saved others. Let him save himself if he is God's Messiah, the Chosen One." 
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Good Friday . Day 39 . Lent 
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Praying 
. . us because of what Jesus did

• offer thanks for God forg 1v1�g 

. God's turned back so we never would
offer thanks for Jesus experiencing 

k 7 Thank you for suffering and dying
Lord Jesus, what can we say but than you. 

Th nk you Amen. 
for us. Thank you. Thank you. a . 

Blessing . h verlasting love; J have drawn you. " h I ved you wit an e 
[The LORD said,] I ave o 

f ·1· k"1ndness" (Jeremiah 31:3) 
with un a1 mg 

4/3/2026 • 3/26/2027 . 4/14/2028 4/7/2023 • 3/29/2024 • 4/18/2025 • 

313 



312 Lent · Day 39 • Good Friday

� 

Preparing 

Hammer a nail into a piece of wood as a reminder that Jesus died for our sins.

Inviting 

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 

Stilling 

In the silence, ask the Holy Spirit to help you pay attention to God.

Singing 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? ...
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (p. 828) 

Bible Reading: Romans 5:8; Luke 23:33-35; Mark 15:33-34, 37-39 

But here is how God has shown his love for us. While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

The soldiers brought [Jesus and two criminals] to the place called the Skull. There 
they nailed Jesus to the cross. He hung between the two criminals. One was on 
his right and one was on his left. Jesus said, "Father, forg ive them. They don't 
kn?w what they are doing." The soldiers divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

The people stood there watching. The rulers even made fun of Jesus. They said, 
"He saved others. Let him save himself if he is God's Messiah, the Chosen One." 
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314 Lent· Day 40 • Holy Saturday

� 

Preparing 

Hammer a nail into a piece of wood as a reminder that Jesus died for our sins.

Inviting 

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 

Stilling 

In the silence, ask the Holy Spirit to help you pay attention to God.

Singing 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? ...
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (p. 828)

Bible Reading: Psalm 30:5; Job 17:16; Mark 15:40-47Weeping can stay for the night.
But joy comes in the morning.

Will hope go down to the gates of death with me?
Will we go down together into the dust of the grave?

Not yery far away, some women were watching. Mary Magdalene was among them. Mary, the mother of the younger James and of Joseph, was also there. Sowas Salome. In Galilee these women had followed Jesus. They had taken care ofhis heeds. Many other women were also there. They had come up with him toJerusalem. 
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Holy Saturday• Day 40 · Lent 

It was the day before the Sabbath. That day was called Preparation Day. As

evening approached, Joseph went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body .
.

Joseph was from the town of Arimathea. He was a leading member of the Jewish 

Council. He was waiting for God's kingdom. Pilate was surprised to hear that 

Jesus was already dead. So he called for the Roman commander. He asked him 

if Jesus had already died. The commander said it was true. So Pilate gave the 

body to Joseph. Then Joseph bought some linen cloth. He took down the body 

and wrapped it in the linen. He put it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a 

stone against the entrance to the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of Joseph saw where Jesus' body had been placed. 

Dwelling 

I wonder what Jesus' followers were feeling on that Saturday? What are you 

feeling today? 

Praying 

• for many people to meet Jesus through the church
for churches in the Americas, and especially for people who are persecuted
for believing in Jesus

Precious Jesus, you really died and you really were buried in that tomb. Because 

you went there first, we do not need to be afraid of death. Thank you for the 

coming joy that we will celebrate tomorrow! Amen. 

Blessing 

[The LORD said,] "I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you

with unfailing kindness." (Jeremiah 31:3) 
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314 Lent· Day 40 • Holy Saturday

� 

Preparing 

Hammer a nail into a piece of wood as a reminder that Jesus died for our sins.

Inviting 

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 

Stilling 

In the silence, ask the Holy Spirit to help you pay attention to God.

Singing 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? ...
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (p. 828)

Bible Reading: Psalm 30:5; Job 17:16; Mark 15:40-47Weeping can stay for the night.
But joy comes in the morning.

Will hope go down to the gates of death with me?
Will we go down together into the dust of the grave?

Not yery far away, some women were watching. Mary Magdalene was among them. Mary, the mother of the younger James and of Joseph, was also there. Sowas Salome. In Galilee these women had followed Jesus. They had taken care ofhis heeds. Many other women were also there. They had come up with him toJerusalem. 
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Holy Saturday• Day 40 · Lent 

It was the day before the Sabbath. That day was called Preparation Day. As

evening approached, Joseph went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body .
.

Joseph was from the town of Arimathea. He was a leading member of the Jewish 

Council. He was waiting for God's kingdom. Pilate was surprised to hear that 

Jesus was already dead. So he called for the Roman commander. He asked him 

if Jesus had already died. The commander said it was true. So Pilate gave the 

body to Joseph. Then Joseph bought some linen cloth. He took down the body 

and wrapped it in the linen. He put it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a 

stone against the entrance to the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of Joseph saw where Jesus' body had been placed. 

Dwelling 

I wonder what Jesus' followers were feeling on that Saturday? What are you 

feeling today? 

Praying 

• for many people to meet Jesus through the church
for churches in the Americas, and especially for people who are persecuted
for believing in Jesus

Precious Jesus, you really died and you really were buried in that tomb. Because 

you went there first, we do not need to be afraid of death. Thank you for the 

coming joy that we will celebrate tomorrow! Amen. 

Blessing 

[The LORD said,] "I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you

with unfailing kindness." (Jeremiah 31:3) 
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318 Easter · Introduction 

Put up the balloons and streamers! Pull out the trumpets and tambourines! 

Resurrection Sunday marks the best day of the church year! 

The good news of this celebration is not packed into one day. It takes a full fifty 

days to really celebrate the wonder of the resurrection. Not only that, but every

Sunday in the church year continues the celebration of Jesus' resurrection from 

the dead. 

In the season of Easter, we praise God for Jesus' victory over sin and death. Jesus' 

victory is our victory too; we are washed clean and made alive in Christ! We see 

that we have new life today and we don't have to be afraid of death tomorrow. 

Our resurrection means that we will have new resurrected bodies and, even

better, we will be with Jesus. 

Baptism has a special connection to Easter: The Bible tells us that baptism unites 

us with Christ in his dying and resurrection and is a symbol of the new life we 

have in Jesus. In baptism, God reminds us that just as water washes away dirt, so 

too Jesus' death washes away all our sin and makes us clean. 

Besides Easter Sunday, there are two other great feast days in this season of 

Eastertide, called Ascension and Pentecost. Forty days after Easter, Ascension 

marks the day that Jesus ascended to heaven, taking the throne there, where he 

prays for us and rules over all things. Fifty days after Easter, we remember the 

day that God sent the Holy Spirit to the disciples and to all of us so that we can 

know God, be more like Christ, and spread this good news. 

Preparing: Our preparing action for Eastertide is to pour water from a pitcher 

into a bowl and to dip our hands in it to remember or look forward to our 

baptism-our dying and rising with Christ. 

Introduction • Easter 

Materials: pitcher of water, large bowl, towel 

Other Activities: Here are other ideas to make your Eastertide family worship 

meaningful: 

• Fill your worship space with balloons on the night before Easter Sunday.

• on Easter morning, before the kids wake up, light dozens and dozens of

candles. Play celebrative Easter music. Even the youngest child will know

that something very special is happening. The challenge: Make Easter

Sunday the best day of the year for your family-better than Christmas!

• Make a sunrise family breakfast and worship service together.

• Make an Easter chain, counting down the days from Easter to Ascension to

Pentecost.

• Between Ascension and Pentecost, have special prayer times focusing on

the Holy Spirit and revival in the church. (There are a number of free online

prayer guides for these ten days that are geared to kids.)

• Take an Ascension Day hike up a hill and wonder together about what it

means that a member of the human race is sitting on the heavenly throne

praying for us .

• As part of your Pentecost worship, sing songs in other languages and tell

each other what gifts you think the Holy Spirit may have given the

different members of your family.

Song Ideas: In each day's reading you will find a song (find the music in the 

appendix). Here are other songs to make your Easter worship meaningful: 

• "Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks"

• "Because He Lives"

• "Lord, I Lift Your Name on High"

• "Our God Reigns"

• "This is the Day"
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318 Easter · Introduction 

Put up the balloons and streamers! Pull out the trumpets and tambourines! 

Resurrection Sunday marks the best day of the church year! 

The good news of this celebration is not packed into one day. It takes a full fifty 

days to really celebrate the wonder of the resurrection. Not only that, but every

Sunday in the church year continues the celebration of Jesus' resurrection from 

the dead. 

In the season of Easter, we praise God for Jesus' victory over sin and death. Jesus' 

victory is our victory too; we are washed clean and made alive in Christ! We see 

that we have new life today and we don't have to be afraid of death tomorrow. 

Our resurrection means that we will have new resurrected bodies and, even

better, we will be with Jesus. 

Baptism has a special connection to Easter: The Bible tells us that baptism unites 

us with Christ in his dying and resurrection and is a symbol of the new life we 

have in Jesus. In baptism, God reminds us that just as water washes away dirt, so 

too Jesus' death washes away all our sin and makes us clean. 

Besides Easter Sunday, there are two other great feast days in this season of 

Eastertide, called Ascension and Pentecost. Forty days after Easter, Ascension 

marks the day that Jesus ascended to heaven, taking the throne there, where he 

prays for us and rules over all things. Fifty days after Easter, we remember the 

day that God sent the Holy Spirit to the disciples and to all of us so that we can 

know God, be more like Christ, and spread this good news. 

Preparing: Our preparing action for Eastertide is to pour water from a pitcher 

into a bowl and to dip our hands in it to remember or look forward to our 

baptism-our dying and rising with Christ. 

Introduction • Easter 

Materials: pitcher of water, large bowl, towel 

Other Activities: Here are other ideas to make your Eastertide family worship 

meaningful: 

• Fill your worship space with balloons on the night before Easter Sunday.

• on Easter morning, before the kids wake up, light dozens and dozens of

candles. Play celebrative Easter music. Even the youngest child will know

that something very special is happening. The challenge: Make Easter

Sunday the best day of the year for your family-better than Christmas!

• Make a sunrise family breakfast and worship service together.

• Make an Easter chain, counting down the days from Easter to Ascension to

Pentecost.

• Between Ascension and Pentecost, have special prayer times focusing on

the Holy Spirit and revival in the church. (There are a number of free online

prayer guides for these ten days that are geared to kids.)

• Take an Ascension Day hike up a hill and wonder together about what it

means that a member of the human race is sitting on the heavenly throne

praying for us .

• As part of your Pentecost worship, sing songs in other languages and tell

each other what gifts you think the Holy Spirit may have given the

different members of your family.

Song Ideas: In each day's reading you will find a song (find the music in the 

appendix). Here are other songs to make your Easter worship meaningful: 

• "Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks"

• "Because He Lives"

• "Lord, I Lift Your Name on High"

• "Our God Reigns"

• "This is the Day"
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320 Easter· Day 1 • Resurrection Sunday 

Preparing 

Pour water from a pitcher into a bowl and then dip your hands into the water to 

remember or look forward to your baptism-your dying and rising with Christ. 

Inviting 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Stilling 

In the silence, ask the Holy Spirit to help you pay attention to God. 

Singing 

Oh, how good is Christ the Lord! On the cross he died for me. 

He has pardoned all my sin. Glory be to Jesus. Glory be to Jesus! 

Glory be to Jesus! In three days he rose again. Glory be to Jesus! (p. 830) 

Bible Reading: Psalm 118:15-16; Matthew 28:1-9 

Shouts of joy ring out in the tents of godly people. 

They praise him for his help in battle. 

They shout, "The LORD's powerful right hand has done mighty things! 

The LORD's powerful right hand has won the battle! 

The LORD's powerful right hand has done mighty things!" 

The Sabbath day was now over. It was dawn on the first day of the week. Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

There was a powerful earthquake. An angel of the Lord came down from heaven. 

The angel went to the tomb. He rolled back the stone and sat on it. His body 

4/16/2017 • 4/1/2018 • 4/21/2019 • 4/12/2020 • 4/4/2021 . 4/17/2022 

Resurrection Sunday • Day 1 · Easter 321 

shone like lightning. His clothes were as white as snow. The guards were so 

afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

The angel said to the women, "Don't be afraid. I know that you are looking for 

Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here! He has risen, just as he said he would! 

Come and see the place where he was lying. Go quickly! Tell his disciples, 'He 

has risen from the dead. He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 

him.' Now I have told you." 

So the women hurried away from the tomb. They were afraid, but they 

were filled with joy. They ran to tell the disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. 

"Greetings!" he said. They came to him, took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 

Dwelling 

I wonder what it was like for the women to hear, "Jesus is not here. He has

risen!"? I wonder how it felt for Jesus to meet the women and say, "Greetings!"

Praying 

We praise you, Lord Jesus! You have risen, just as you said you would. You

defeated the powers of sin and death. You are the mighty victor, and we are full

of joy! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Close your prayer time by saying the Lord's Prayer together. 

Blessing 

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

(1 Corinthians 15:57) 
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320 Easter· Day 1 • Resurrection Sunday 

Preparing 

Pour water from a pitcher into a bowl and then dip your hands into the water to 

remember or look forward to your baptism-your dying and rising with Christ. 

Inviting 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Stilling 

In the silence, ask the Holy Spirit to help you pay attention to God. 

Singing 

Oh, how good is Christ the Lord! On the cross he died for me. 

He has pardoned all my sin. Glory be to Jesus. Glory be to Jesus! 

Glory be to Jesus! In three days he rose again. Glory be to Jesus! (p. 830) 

Bible Reading: Psalm 118:15-16; Matthew 28:1-9 

Shouts of joy ring out in the tents of godly people. 

They praise him for his help in battle. 

They shout, "The LORD's powerful right hand has done mighty things! 

The LORD's powerful right hand has won the battle! 

The LORD's powerful right hand has done mighty things!" 

The Sabbath day was now over. It was dawn on the first day of the week. Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

There was a powerful earthquake. An angel of the Lord came down from heaven. 

The angel went to the tomb. He rolled back the stone and sat on it. His body 
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shone like lightning. His clothes were as white as snow. The guards were so 

afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

The angel said to the women, "Don't be afraid. I know that you are looking for 

Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here! He has risen, just as he said he would! 

Come and see the place where he was lying. Go quickly! Tell his disciples, 'He 

has risen from the dead. He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 

him.' Now I have told you." 

So the women hurried away from the tomb. They were afraid, but they 

were filled with joy. They ran to tell the disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. 

"Greetings!" he said. They came to him, took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 

Dwelling 

I wonder what it was like for the women to hear, "Jesus is not here. He has

risen!"? I wonder how it felt for Jesus to meet the women and say, "Greetings!"

Praying 

We praise you, Lord Jesus! You have risen, just as you said you would. You

defeated the powers of sin and death. You are the mighty victor, and we are full

of joy! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Close your prayer time by saying the Lord's Prayer together. 

Blessing 

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

(1 Corinthians 15:57) 

4/9/2023 . 3/31/2024 . 4/20/2025 • 4/5/2026 · 3/28/2027 • 4/16/2028 




